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west and reminds us of Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. The author shows great originality in the art of com* bining the abstruse topics of metaphysics with the dramatic technique, and he also mingles with great skill the Absolutism of Vedanta with the Bhakti of the Vaishnavite creed. The author reveals poetic skill of a high order and attempts to keep the vigour and force of dramatic style in spite of the unsuitable topic. The verses are stately and instructive though the work cannot be ranked high from the purely dramatic point of view. The author has certainly rendered very great service to the cause of philosophy through the medium of the drama.
This play has given rise to several emulations, among which the Sankalpa Suryodaya of Venkatanatha is the most important. The author of the play is a great Vaishnavite philosopher, popularly known as Vedanta Desika, who belongs to the 14th century A.D. The plan of the work is quite identical with the original model which it follows. He imitates Prabodha-chandrodaya but upholds the philosophy of qualified Monism of Ramanuja in the play. The title is based on the fact that the Sankalpa or the Grace of the Lord to liberate the soul from Samsara is the real sunrise which dispels the darkness of birth and death. The authorVusual profundity of knowledge, his force and stateliness of diction are found here to advantages but yet from the literary point of view it is duller" than Prabodha cfaaridfodaya. The prologue to the play is t&o lon{*&ndrln m&ny ways; it rs uMramitfe; But the?y plays; of ; the.
